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Development and Practical Use of Virtual Museum Kit for Exhibition Experience of Art Museum
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We developed a Virtual Museum Kit for the Chiba Prefectural Museum of Art. It is a miniature of an exhibition room
designed to offer people the opportunity for career experience. It is intended to be used as a game in which players
develop an exhibition in the shortest amount of time. To make the scale model look real, and to attract as much interest
and attention as possible, we carefully observed an actual exhibition room and recreated in the miniature details such
as the usability and strength of the room, the interior and exterior decorations, and the lighting fixtures. In terms of
basic functions, it is equipped with replaceable magnet walls that can display miniature paintings (the 45 reproduction
paintings that the museum possesses), interior lighting fixtures, and a movable camcorder for a walk-through
experience. Although it may be a little too challenging for elementary school students, the elaborate miniature and the
video shot with the camcorder should attract junior high school students. In addition, the cost of paintings and the idea
of economic management can be introduced to senior high school students and schoolteachers so that they can have
more in-depth discussions on museum exhibitions. If the users of the kit have the opportunity to make presentations
on their experiences, they will be more motivated to learn about paintings. Moreover, their attitudes towards working
will be enhanced by the career experience. Our intention now is to make better use of the kit by utilizing it effectively
at prior training sessions and customized workshops. We believe that art museums will attract more children when we
succeed in enhancing the visibility of local art museums and improving the quality of art appreciation.
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