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Active Learning Connecting Deskwork to Fieldwork
- Practical Education for Environmental NPO/NGO Class
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Since 2012, as part of an integrative cyclic approach to social and environmental education, a series of experimental
programs to improve students field investigation skills has been developed. The objective of this paper was to develop
a new lecture program to connect deskwork to fieldwork. For a practical education class on environmental NPO/
NGO, an active learning method was introduced. In 15 classes spanning half a year, we facilitated guidance, a total
of nine classroom lectures and group practices, a total of three class practices by all students, a review, and a final
examination. As active learning, after virtual NPO groups were organized, various programs pertaining to self-
introduction, investigation of neighboring and local NPO activities, environmental solutions, and consensus formation
were developed and applied. Finally, reports on the group activity were prepared, and the results from both the 2014
and 2015 programs were evaluated by means of PDCA cycle.
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