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The focus of this study is several works by Unno, an author of science fiction and detective novels where

extraterrestrial life appears. These novels, which were written in the period from before World War II until after its
end, are considered and compared here in order to understand the changes in Unno's idea of “the Other” across this
period.
In his full-length novel Kasei Heidan [Mars Army Corps], Unno depicts Martians as the enemy. One can clearly observe
in this novel the historical backdrop of Japan preparing to go to war. The plot of another novel, Kasei Tanken [Mars
Expedition], which was written during the American occupation of Japan following the war, begins in America and
incorporates a diverse cast of characters consisting not only of Japanese but of Americans and Chinese people as well.
The Martians that appear in this work are not warlike, but rather belong to a race that is able to understand and be
understood through peaceful discussion. The novel also portrays cultural exchanges between Earth and Mars through
music— Kasei Tanken depicts the possibility of a peaceful and civilized cultural exchange between Earth and “the
Other” (namely, between Japan and foreign countries) .
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