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Many indexes and methods have been developed for habitat evaluation and environmental assessment from the
standpoint of precise and quantitative understanding. However, applying these tools requires much skill and know-how.
From the perspective of environmental education, in this study, an evaluation method that can bring out a beginner' s
or student’s interest in the surrounding environment was developed. An index sheet that helps with locating the
structural and physical elements of biotopes in field observation was introduced based on the works of Sugiyama (1995)
and of Sugiyama and Fukutome (1999). Trial field experiments were conducted as part of the regular curriculum
and graduation work. The students found various elements from their observation. The number of located elements
depended on both one’s power of observation and action, and the types of element found were likely to increase by
considering natural elements and artificial elements separately.
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